
 

2nd Grade 
Language Arts  

AKS/Objective: Recount stories, including fables and folktales in sequential order; including 
details; Determine the central message, lesson, or moral referring to the text 

This means… 

I can… Tell about the story after reading or 
listening to it 

I can… Figure out what the lesson of the story 
is and tell you about it. . 

This looks like… 

Action 1: While reading or listening to the story, 
stop (pause) at certain points and have your child 
retell you the events (what has happened so far in 
the story). 

Action 2: Talk about lessons the characters learned 
and have your child tell you about what the 
message, lesson, or moral of the story was. 

Activity Title: Reading to find the lesson LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

 

• “Amazing Grace” by Mary Hoffman  
• Pencil (writing utensil) 

• Sticky notes or slips of paper 

 

 

Directions:  

1. Before reading or listening to the story, introduce your child to the book. For example, ask 
your child if he/she likes books with strong feelings, and if they do, he/she will enjoy 
reading “Amazing Grace” by Mary Hoffman because Grace goes through all sorts of 
challenges. As we read, we can think about what makes Grace amazing. 

2. After reading a couple of pages, ask your child to recount - who is the main character? 
What is the setting? Then say, we’ll keep reading to find out the problem in the story and 
how Grace solves it. 

3. Continue reading or listening to the story and  stop when you notice the main character 
shows a strong feeling or response to a situation. Then have your child act out the emotion 
for understanding and name the event that just happened.  You, the parent, can help them 
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understand by making a face for the emotion or acting it out yourself. For example: Toad 
feels (feeling) hurt because (event) his friends made fun of his swimsuit. 

4. Continue reading, towards the end, “think” or “talk” about what lessons are being learned 
through the events of the story or from what the character is experiencing.  

5. At the end of the story, have your child use the “Five finger Retelling” graphic organizer to 
retell/recount the story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters: The people or animals in the story 

Setting: The place where the story takes place 

Problem: Something that needs to be solved 

Events: What is happening 

Solution: How the story ends or how the problem is solved 
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

Activity 1 

1. Read the story with your child or listen to it together.  
2. Have your child point to the sequence word in each rectangle (first, then, next, and last) 

as they orally retell the story. 
3. Alternate: For each section in the retell chart below, have your child write or draw 

pictures for their retell.  

 

Activity 2 

If your student is having problems comprehending (understanding) as they read: 

1. Copy the sticky notes below (or place on index cards or slips of paper): 
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2. As your child is reading, have them stop after every couple of pages and check their 
comprehension by choosing one of the “Read, Stop” cards 

3. If your child is unable to answer the question on the card, have your child go back in the 
story to reread to clarify or find the place that will answer the question. 

 

 

 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

Activity 1 
1. Complete one of the “Just Right” activities. 
2. At the end of the retell, extend the activity by having your child answer the following 
questions verbally or in writing: 
-“Why do you think the author wrote this story?” 
-“What lesson does the reader learn from this story?” 

Problem Chart 
After reading the story, have your child draw and complete the chart below.  

Read, Stop, RETELL
Can 
I tell 
What Just Happened 
in the story?
Yes. 
Move On.
No. 
Reread.

Read, Stop, UNDERSTAND
Do 
I 
understand what I just 
read?
Yes. Move 
on.
No. Reread.

Read, Stop, THINK
Am 
I thinking while 
I'm reading?
Say aloud 
what you're thinking.
Yes, 
Move on.
No. 
Reread
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

Activity 1 

Have your child complete a “Retell Rollercoaster”. 

 

1. Have your child draw the roller coaster diagram above in their notebook or journal. 
2. Review the different parts of the roller coaster before reading the story book. 

Beginning:  The problem and the main characters introduced.  
Key Sequencing Words :  first, before 
 
Middle: The high point of the story, where the problem is solved. 
Key Sequencing Words : suddenly 

End:   The story ends.  All problems are resolved. The character usually learns something. 

What is the character's problem(s):
The 
character's main problem...
The 
character tries to solve 
the problem by...
The resolution 
connects back to the problem 
because...
The character's 
solution at the end is...
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Key Sequencing Words:   finally, last 

Additional sequencing words: next, then, later, after, while 

3. As you read the story, discuss the main elements of the story: characters, setting, 
events, problem and solution.  

4. After reading the story, help your child to complete the “Retell Rollercoaster”.  Your 
child should be able to explain (in writing or verbally) the story elements labeled on the 
rollercoaster. 

Activity 2 
 
Use the book title to identify the problem in the story. 

1. Read the book title and look at the illustrations or pictures on the front cover. 
2. Ask: What do you think the problem might be in the book by just reading the title? 
3. Remind your child:  “Keep the title in mind as you read.  Think about what events 

connect back to the title”. 
4. Read or listen to the story together. 
5. Ask: Did the title connect to the character’s problem? 
6. Ask: Where in the book did you find the problem?  Show me where, in the book, you 

found the problem.  Let’s check to see if the problem matches the title. 
7. Ask: Do you think this is a good title? What other title would you have given the book? 

Why?  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


